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This is the most important copy 
of the Grove for 2017 

PLEASE READ IT CAREFULLY 
Club Championship:  AUGUST 5th-6th 

2017 Qualifiers: 
    A      __ B          C               SENIORS        
Matt Mariconda Stephen Stoj    Jeff Blythe         Bill Kasinski 
Claudiu Mihai  Frank Altieri    Chuck Sentman Joe Rastelli  
Mike Bass  Tom Czerniejewski   Bob Vaccaro Jr.     Sonny Smith 
Paul Casey  Mark Piatkowski   Jack Seitz              Jim Martin 
Jack Jankowski Charles Galluzzo   Fred Varga             Cleo King Sr. 
Brett Bosse  Joe Riccio    John Golonka         Pete Blersch 
Joe Bialek  Ken Hupkowicz         Darryl Gorski          John Scinta 
Dan Kucharski  John Regensdorfer   Bob Fries                Dennis Ruzeski 
Scott Losi   Dave Rader    Doug Knapp           Paul Andruczyk 
Mike Vaccaro  Mark Dauman    Del Costello            Vic Gambino 
Greg Harrington Glen Lucas    Dan Lach                Joe Parisi 
Tom Fries   Jim Yager     Jim Sheldon 
Dave Strittmatter Joe Attea     Mike Dorobiala 
Alex Jokipii  Jim Burzynsk          Steve Sahlem 
Eric Williams  Rick Evers    Tom Alajko 

Names in Italics are medalists.  Names in bold are exemptions.   
Tee times will be posted in the clubhouse and on the BGC Web 

Page. Players will go out in groups of 3(Three). On SATURDAY, 
August 5th, the A’s will go off FIRST beginning at 8:30 followed 
by the B’s and then the C’s. 

http://www.bgcgolfclub.com/


 

   After SATURDAY’s play the field is cut to the low 9 scores in 
each class. SENIORS will tee off FIRST on SUNDAY beginning at 
9:00. They play ONE ROUND with FULL HANDICAP to determine 
the champion. 
  The 9 low C’s follow the SENIORS, then the B’s and finally the 
A’s.   Ties for first place will be decided by a 3(Three) hole playoff 
beginning with #16. Ties for second or third place will be decided by 
match of cards. Trophies will be presented to the top 3(Three) in each 
class.  

 If you qualified and CAN NOT play on SATURDAY you need 

to contact Matt Mariconda at 316-7347 ASAP! 
 
==================================================== 

                       Family Picnic 
 On Sunday, August 6th, the BGC will culminate our 

Championship with a family picnic. As a dues paying member 

you and your immediate family (spouse/children) are 

welcome to attend. There will be a sign up book in the 

clubhouse for you to indicate if you plan to attend and how 

many will be in your party. It is important for Mali Foods 

to have a headcount. 

    The book will be there starting on July 24th 

If all goes as planned refreshments will begin at 2:00 

followed by dinner at 3:00.  Please bring lawn chairs 

with you! 

     

    If you can’t get to the clubhouse to sign the picnic 

book you can e-mail or call Paul Andruczyk with your 

head count.  Paul131@roadrunner.com    662-3459           
 

mailto:Paul131@roadrunner.com


 

2017 Howard Biondi Invitational-Saturday AUGUST 12th 

 Sign up forms in the clubhouse. A two-man event. $55 per 

man. 8:00 Am shot gun start.  

$55 includes: 
Golf-cart-steak dinner at DiTondos-2 hour open bar-prizes 

Contact Joe Attea(usaph@aol.com) or Tom Fries(regal96@msn.com) or 

place completed form with check or cash in the SWEEPER BOX. 

DEADLINE is the Championship Picnic-SUNDAY, AUGUST 6th  

 

                          Joe Walz Memorial Bench. 
 The BGC Board of Directors is proceeding with plans to install a 
memorial bench in honor of “Mr.BGC”, Joe Walz. He was everything every 
BGC member should emulate. BGC members have contributed almost $2,000 
towards this endeavor. It will allow for the purchase of an appropriate bench 
with engraving, installation costs if required and funds to cover any 
maintenance. The fund will also provide for the purchase of a plaque to hang 
in the clubhouse listing the names of all donors. 
 After input from members of Joe’s family it has been decided to locate 
the bench next to the 16th tee. In his later non-playing years the 16th tee was 
Joe’s Master Control. It allowed him the options of watching players at 16, 
walk over and see the guys teeing off at 12 and eventually take his lawn chair 
up on the 18th green and watch the A’s coming in on Sunday to decide the 
Club Champion. 
 Another reason for choosing the 16th tee-according to Mark Walz it had a 
significant personal meaning for Joe. He had a milestone in his young life 
when his uncle offered to pay all costs for him to attend Medical School. After 
much consideration and deliberation, Joe decided he was not cut out to be a 
doctor. One day Joe waited at the 16th tee a long time for his uncle to get 
there. They had a heart to heart discussion and Joe graciously declined his 
uncle’s offer. Joe went on to a successful career with the IRS office in Buffalo.  
 It was our hope to have the bench installed in time for this year’s 
Championship but when it was decides to purchase a 5 foot bench instead of 
4 feet, we learned it would take up to three months for delivery. Therefore we 
will go forward with plans to have the bench become part of Grover Cleveland 
in 2018 with a formal dedication ceremony at next year’s Club Championship 
Picnic. 
 We thank all who have already contributed. 
 

mailto:usaph@aol.com
mailto:regal96@msn.com


 

The bench will something similar to the one pictured below.    

           
                                

                Annual Election of Officers 

    Election of Officers for 2018 is scheduled for SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16th (See 
page 40 in our Season Events book.)  BGC by-laws require the election of 4(four) 
members each year. This year incumbents Joe Attea, Tom Fries and Paul Szydlowski 
indicated they will seek re-election. Vince Dellapenta is retiring to Florida after this 
season. We thank Vinnie for his years of service as a board member. Nominations for the 
board will be posted on our bulletin board. Don’t hesitate to nominate yourself if you feel 
you can contribute to the club’s success.  
 The top 4(four) vote getters will join Paul Andruczyk, Al Attea, Mike Bass, Joe 
Coyne, Brian Fries, Matt Mariconda, Alan Mis and Joe Riccio on the 2018 board. 
All other vote getters will be ranked and serve as alternates for a period of 1(one) year. 
Board officers are elected at an annual Installation Dinner held sometime in October. 
 Voting format will be the same as last year. The “Polls” will be open in the 
clubhouse from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Members need to sign in, obtain a ballot and vote. 
After casting your ballot you will receive a “brunch” order form enabling you to order a 
food item from the menu, a side (macaroni salad, fries) and a beverage of your choice. 
 Provision for absentee ballot voting will be available if you cannot stop by the 
clubhouse on the 16th.  

  
      The annual Challenge Cup (Grover Cleveland vs. South Park) will take place the 
weekend of SEPTEMBER 9th (at Grover) and SEPTEMBER 10th (at South Park). The 
teams consist of 4 A’s, 4 B’s and 4 C’s chosen by Captain Matt Mariconda. Past practice 
has been to offer a spot on the team to each class’s current year (2017) Club 
Championship, the runner-up, the current (2017) Match Play Champion and a captain’s 
choice.  

Play consists of two-man teams on the first day(6 points) and singles matches on 
day two(12 points). Defending winners must earn at least 9 points to maintain the trophy. 
Questions should be directed to Matt at 316-7347. 
 A weekend for the Fall Classic (Grover Cleveland vs. Glen Oak) has not been set 
as of press time. The format is the same as the Challenge Cup. 
 



 

 

A nomination has been received for the Wall of Honor. The appropriate 
BGC members will meet to examine his credentials and support 
documents. If accepted, the member will be honored at the 
Championship Picnic. 
 
 Les Mendel, a previous BGC member who returned two years ago 
to play again, passed away on July 12th. He made golf clubs for sale 
and was always good for a story or two on the patio. Les was of the 
mold of members like Howie Biondi. He enjoyed the game and sharing 
the camaraderie of other members. Ask the “Table of Knowledge” about 
Les. They were there when Les had a flat tire in the Grover parking lot 
and I think it took all of them to get that damn flat off his car! 
 

 Tournament Reminders: 
          Buffalo District Golf Association 
          Men’s Senior Net-Age 50 and over        
  Tri-County Country Club, Forestville (6 miles south of Silver Creek) 

 TUESDAY, AUGUST 29th 
 $75.00 includes golf, cart, food/refreshments,prizes in each age group           
 4 divisions flighted by age: Seniors, Super Seniors, Legends and Masters 
 Event is FULL HANDICAP stroke play 
 It’s a nice event for the “veteran” golfer, a day to feel like a member of a     
 Country club. Tri-county has Senior Tees that play to 5675 yards.         
 See PAUL ANDRUCZYK if you are interested. We have 3 BGC members going. 

 
  WNYPLGA 
  2-Man Scramble 
  Byrncliff Golf Course (Varysburg) 

 $20 per team – golf is $40 with cart 
  Saturday, September 2nd 
          Consecutive tee times 10:30-1:30 
          Two flights:  A players (Handicap 0-9) B players (Handicap 10-15) 
          You need to use your Grover handicap, not your index to determine your flight* 

 50 team Maximum 
          Use the WNYPLGA Application to register. 
          Questions??? Paul Andruczyk may be able to help. 
  *More on this topic in a future newsletter.   
 

Hope to see you at the picnic. The “Glen Lucas 4” will follow any and all “Senior     
Membership” attendees at the food table. 

 


